	


New recycling program at Sage Park Middle School

“The Power of Doing Just One Thing"

Jonathon Mejias a 6th grader at Sage Park Middle School in Windsor, CT has created a recycling program and has succeeded in the program's implementation at his school.  He is now working on taking this program to all the Windsor schools. Jon's goal, "To empower youth to fight for our planet's survival through the use of education and motivation."
Jon started his journey in December of 2007. He began researching trash collection, recyclables and the story of how we handle our waste. He read articles, watched films, and kept journals of what he uncovered.
Next Jon decided to create a competition at his school to see which team of students could collect and redeem the most recyclable items. He wrote a plan and submitted it to the school's administrators. Jon then began contacting town employees for support. He made a contact at the Town Hall. Cyd Groff, a town employee, and environmental supporter was able to locate funds to order recycling bins for Jon's school cafeteria.
As Jon waited for his school's approval of his plan, he collected recyclable items and brought them home. He began to fill bin after bin with recycled items. These items were recycled curbside through the Town's curbside recycling program. He contacted North West Park and asked for their support of a school field trip. In April North West Park's board agreed to support the field trip.
Laura Butler the school's FPS and challenge program teacher provided support for Jon along the way. She helped him set up meetings with school administration. In March of 2008 Jon was able to meet with Mr. Cavaliere the school Principal. Mr. Cavaliere agreed to support the buses for a field trip to be awarded to the winning team!

During this time Lisa Bress a Windsor science teacher helped develop a committee at the school to organize collection of recyclables and pick up by Windsor Sanitation. As of April 1st Jon was waiting for the collection bins to arrive and looking for a company to redeem the Fizz-ed cans.

The DEP became involved in late March to support the schools efforts to bring Sage Park into compliance with the 1991 recycling bill. DEP officer Jackie Pernell was able to coordinate redemption of the fizzed cans.

 The recycling program will kick off on April 7th at Sage Park Middle school. Other Windsor schools are already making plans to adopt similar programs.

We should commend Jonathon Mejias and his school's choice to support this recycling program. Programs like these educate the student's and communities about the importance of recycling. They teach us all about our own role in changing the way we handle waste. Jon's dedication demonstrates how choosing to do "one thing" can really make a difference both locally and globally.

Jon has worked very hard to make connections in the community and create alliances for this cause. With the support of his school's staff he was able to bring his school in compliance with state laws. This program is Jonathon Mejia’s "One thing". Jonathon's idea and dedication to its implementation has resulted in changing the way an entire school systems handles recyclables and trash disposal.

Jon and his school are an inspiration to us all. His dedication to the environment, his school, fellow students, and his community is truly commendable. To learn more about Jon's project or get ideas for recycling in your school visit Jon at www.greenecowarriors.org , or e-mail him at greenecowarriors.org@gmail.com.
